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Mary Sturdevant

From: Mary Sturdevant <sturdevant.mary@swbell.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2018 11:31 AM
Subject: October  What's Happening at Tomball Emergency Assistance Ministries?  

    
Amazing Grace 

Have you ever encountered a lost kitten or puppy that was alone and frightened? Or a lost child in a store who 
looked confused and anxious? That’s what I saw in the eyes of Parker the first time I met him. It was after 
closing time that day, and was pouring down rain and ominously dark outside.  Only myself, our Case 
Manager, Susan, and a client she had been working with for over an hour were there. It appeared to be a 
difficult case and when we made eye contact with each other across the aisle, she asked me if I would like to 
meet and talk with him. She walked him to my desk and introduced him. That’s when I understood her 
challenge. You see, Parker is 59, has a speech impediment, and is mentally challenged, appearing to be about 
on the level of a 12-13 year old. He also had a large cut on his foot, was homeless, and absolutely panic 
stricken. He had recently been beat up, was hungry, had nowhere to go, and his foot hurt. His story was 
jumbled and slightly incoherent and he was unable to clearly explain how he had ended up homeless in 
Tomball. He could only focus on two things: his hurting foot and getting a hotel room for the night.  

But Susan and I both knew Parker needed a lot more help than a night in a hotel. We couldn’t imagine what he 
would do after that, but knew we had to figure out a better solution for him. From what we could tell, Parker 
had lived his whole life with his parents until a year ago when they were both killed in an auto accident. After 
that, he had been wandering the streets between Kingwood and Stafford. He had been staying with “friends” 
he met on the street until, one-by-one, they either beat him up or kicked him out. But we thought his home 
base might be Tomball because he seemed so familiar with it. We fed him a snack, took him next door to get 
clothes and shoes, and calmed down. Then Susan and I devised a plan of action. First I contacted MHMR 
(Mental Health/Mental Retardation) to find out if they had a record of Parker. They did, but could provide no 
immediate help.  

The next step was to contact the Tomball Police Department to see if they could send an officer to take him to 
a hotel. Within 30 minutes an officer arrived who - this is a God thing - recognized Parker from when he was in 
Tomball a year ago. This is where Parker’s nightmare had apparently originated. The officer was wonderful, 

 We want to be sure you continue to know what is happening at TEAM! Please feel free to share 
any sections of this newsletter with your organization or friends and to publish any portion(s) that 
you wish. Please also help us by forwarding this email to others who would be interested and let 
me know if this should go to others on an ongoing basis. 
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treating Parker like a long lost friend. Whereas Parker had been very agitated about involving the police, 
fearing they would arrest him, he instantly calmed down and was happy to have his “friend” take him to the 
hotel. And the officer helped us too! When I explained that the next step in our plan was to contact Adult 
Protective Services to request that a caseworker visit Parker the following day at the hotel, the officer said he 
would call them himself. He said a call from the police would be “motivational.” We then sent him off with his 
friend the officer, plenty of food, new clothes, shoes, and the promise from him that he would take a shower! 
He left that day feeling hopeful, safe, and cared for. After they left, Susan and I both shed more than a few 
tears of both compassion and relief, believing that our “Babe in the Woods” was in God’s hands. 

The next day the ministry was closed, but I just “happened” to be at there for a meeting. Apparently someone 
at the meeting had left the front door unlocked, which rarely happens. But that was another God thing. A few 
of us had lingered to talk after the meeting and in walked Parker! He was neatly dressed, beaming, and clean. 
After he gave me a bear hug and told me how much he loved us, he shared the good news. He explained that 
a nice lady from Adult Protective Services had met with him that morning at the hotel and told him she had 
found a placement for him. It was at a ranch in Tomball where he would be safe, and he would even be able to 
ride horses. He was really excited about the horses! I was excited, too. Excited for the wonderful opportunity 
being given to this very challenged, but sweet, man. And excited to observe and be a part of the amazing plans 
and provision of God as He works through His people at TEAM! Please pray for guidance, safety, and an easier 
life for Parker as he begins this new journey. I know God will hear. 

Grace and Peace, 
Becky Loving, Executive Director, TEAM 

The Tomball Benevolence Network (TBN) Special News 

On Saturday, October 13th, Christian Brothers Automotive (CBA) offered free oil changes within the 
community to widows, single moms and dads, and low-income families.  Through TBN, ChristBridge youth 
provided free car washes in two CBA locations.  Those served were very grateful for the love and support 
received, and both the CBA employees and ChristBridge youth were fantastic in showering them with the love 
of Christ.  The youth enjoyed themselves as all youth will do at a car wash!  Thank You Christian Brothers 
Automotive and ChristBridge Youth for your awesome servant hearts!!!  Several pictures depict Saturday’s 
morning of serving.  (Note:  In addition, Leslie’s vehicle was giving her trouble and the tires were wearing out 
constantly.  She was having difficulty getting to work.  Because I was there, she asked if TEAM could assist.  I 
talked with Jonathan, who had the car looked at while getting the oil changed.  It turned out that her vehicle 
just needed an alignment, which CBA will handle pro bono next week!) 
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CBA Owner Chip Fenner & Karen Guiles                     CBA Jonathan and TEAM client Leslie 
 
 

                       
                 ChristBridge Youth                                                                Mechanics 
 
Blessings, 
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Karen Guiles, TBN Community Liaison 

Join us at 403 Eats November 2 from 5 – 9 pm 

Nick Rama of Berkeley Eye Center is holding a Food Frenzy benefit at 403 Eats Friday, November 2 from 5 – 9 
pm; this year he chose TEAM as its beneficiary. Please join us, enjoy the food, and provide some help to 
TEAM! 

TEAM is so grateful for support from these generous people: 

 Real Life Church: Ray Rice, the Outreach Connection Pastor from Real Life Church on 249 brought a 
group of volunteers from their church for a workday September 22. They made a huge positive 
difference sorting, organizing and preparing items for the Resale Shop inventory October 1. Thank you 
so much! 

 Zachery and his church:   Zachery is a teenager with a heart for helping others. Earlier this month, he 
organized a food drive at Hufsmith Church of Christ in Tomball, and then delivered the food to TEAM. 
Thank you Zachery, and everyone who donated, for your help in stocking our Food Pantry 

 
 Christian Brothers Automotive:  Another HUGE shout-out to Chris Fenner and his Christian Brothers 

Automotive locations for their recent Saturday of free oil changes (see TBN article, above). One of 
TEAM’s case managers related that a client that expressed to her what a wonderful experience going 
to Christian Brothers was for her. She said they were so kind, fed her, had a long conversation with her, 
and were just so warm and welcoming. The client said she left feeling really encouraged, excited and 
blessed. Getting a free oil change was just icing on the cake. Thank you! 

 Covenant United Methodist Church:   Thank you to everyone who donated to the "Sunday Drive" food 
collection at Covenant United Methodist Church- The Woodlands. Shirley and Mignon, who are both 
Covenant UMC members and TEAM volunteers, delivered the collection of 266 rolls of toilet paper, 74 
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cans of soup, 152 boxes and 4 bottles of juice, and 135 packages of crackers! Wow!! Thank you 
Covenant for helping to restock our Food Pantry! 

 
 Cypress-Woodlands Junior Forum volunteers:   Here are two of the wonderful volunteers from the 

Cypress-Woodlands Junior Forum who worked in our Food Pantry recently. Thank you to Vickie and 
Marie for separating bulk beans into family-size portions for our clients.  Would you like to learn more 
about volunteering at TEAM? Visit our volunteer page at teamtomball.com/volunteer 

 
 Janet, a TEAM volunteer:   In recognition of National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, one of our 

talented volunteers made this wreath out of items donated to our Resale Shop. Isn’t it amazing? Great 
work, Janet!  Stop in and see the wreath - it’s on display in the TEAM Resale Shop! 



6

 
Mark your calendars! 
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Please meet Mike Pitzer 

Mike is the Vice-President of the TEAM Board of Directors, but his work for TEAM doesn’t stop there: He 
provides maintenance support all of TEAM’s computers and assists volunteers when their computer isn’t 
cooperating; he does program installs and updates; he provides technical support for TEAM’s website; and 
he’s always willing to do whatever else needs to be done. Here’s a link to learn more about his volunteering at 
TEAM:  https://teamtomball.com/meet-board-vp/ 

How about holding a TEAM food drive in your organization: Many churches and 
organizations deliver to TEAM non-perishable food collected during regular or occasional food drives. Please 
consider having one if you don’t currently. If you want to focus on holiday meals please recommend: canned 
corn or green beans, boxed potatoes, jars or packets of turkey gravy, cake mix and canned frosting, pie crust 
mix and canned pie filling.  TEAM also particularly needs now is our next TEAM in-gathering. Please remember to 
bring some non-perishable food and other items for our collection in support of TEAM's (Tomball Emergency 
Assistance Ministries) food pantry. Particularly needed at this time are: mac and cheese, crackers, soup, and laundry 
soap (liquid or powder), and always appreciated: paper and plastic grocery bags! Thank you for your generous 
support to those families in our community currently suffering food scarcity and other hardship. Your support makes 
a wonderful difference! 

and always appreciated: paper and plastic grocery bags.  

Volunteer Corner - These Special Volunteers are still needed:  
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TEAM is looking for individuals to fill these special volunteer leadership positions: 

Prayer Warriors 
TEAM’s president, Rocky Alexander, is putting out an all-call to individuals to sign up for prayer time with 
clients, in one or two hour shifts per month, on ministry days. You choose the time slot each month and just 
show up ready to pray with our sweet neighbors who are struggling and who are open to a Word from our 
Lord and a word of encouragement from you! Email Rocky at rocky.alexander@teamtomball.com for more 
information and to sign up.   

Public Relations Manager 
This individual will be responsible for developing and maintaining the public image of TEAM. This will involve 
promoting and issuing press releases, overseeing digital marketing, coordinating fundraising initiatives, 
attending community meetings and functions, and promoting TEAM’s mission and programs within Tomball. 
Experience is preferred. Please contact Becky Loving at becky.loving@teamtomball.com or 832-221-6572. 

Marketing Manager for Resale Operation 
This individual will provide expertise in retail sales of clothing, furniture, housewares, and toys to support the 
TEAM Resale Shop.  
Experience in pricing, display, promotions, etc. needed. Please contact Jim Gattis at retiredjim@earthlink.net 
or 713-248-4809 

Caseworkers 
Additional caseworkers are  needed in the Assistance Ministry area; being bilingual is a plus! After a period of 
training, caseworkers will work with clients to assess their needs and provide food, clothing, financial, and 
other assistance to them. Caseworkers volunteer one or more days a week. Please contact Becky Loving at 
becky.loving@teamtomball.com or 832-221-6572. 

Resale Shop Cashiers and sales floor personnel 
Additional cashiers and sales floor personnel are  needed in the Resale Shop to ensure good shopping 
experiences for our customers.  Any needed training is provided. Please contact Sandi Sollinger at 
sksollinger@yahoo.com or 713-419-1049. 

Grant Writer 
This individual will research grant application opportunities and assist in developing the grant application and 
related materials.  Please contact Becky Loving at becky.loving@teamtomball.com or 832-221-6572. 
 

Follow us on social media:          when you see posts from TEAM, please like and share!  
And check out our website:  http://www.teamtomball.com/                                  
 
Community Events now available on the TEAM website! 

Is your church or organization hosting an event that is open to the community? You can now include the TEAM 
website in your promotional activities! Here’s the link to see events currently posted and to find a link for 
sharing your event: https://teamtomball.com/community-events  

Want to save even more money at TEAM’s Resale Shop? 

There are always wonderful deals at TEAM’s Resale Shop. Sign up online at https://teamtomball.com/resale-
shop to get advance notice of sales and promotions!  

Shop at Amazon, Kroger and Randalls and help TEAM! 

Please pass the word on: TEAM is a participant in rewards programs from all three of these. See details on our 
website: https://teamtomball.com/shopping-rewards/  
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A big THANK YOU to every one of you! We appreciate your being one of TEAM’s backers and for all you do 
to support TEAM in our community! 
 
Please let us know at TEAM if you have questions about our ministry services or if you have needs we could 
support. You can contact TEAM at 281-255-6967 or visit our website at:  teamtomball.com. 
  
If you wish to be removed from future distributions of this email, please reply to me with that request. 
 
Mary Sturdevant 
Cell: 713-256-3625 
Email: sturdevant.mary@swbell.net 
 


